[Immunogenesis and the functional state of the adrenals during tumor growth].
Based on the literature data and results of histochemical studies of fascicular and reticular zones of the adrenal gland, a conclusion is made that adrenal glucocorticoid function is impaired already during the initial period of malignification. During the stage of intensive tumor growth some signs of exhaustion of the fascicular zone are observed against the background of decreased protective functions of the connective tissue system; in the terminal period of the adrenal function and immunogenesis apparatus are found to be suppressed. The resistance to tumor growth is associated with activation of immuno-protective reactions of the organism and enhancement of the glucocorticoid function.